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MFL (French) at 
Bibury CE Primary School 

The National Curriculum states; Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. Languages are only statutory at key stage 2.
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At Bibury it is intended to provide all of our children with a high-quality education in Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), which develops their love of learning about other languages and cultures. The current MFL taught is French, however we endeavour to provide children with opportunities to experience a range of other languages.  It is the intention to ensure that by the end of the children’s primary education, they have acquired an understanding of both spoken and written French, confidence to speak in French with others and know how important other languages can be in their future.
Implementation
French lessons are taught each week by a specialist teacher to progressively build on knowledge and language skills. Lessons are as practical and verbal as possible to expose children to the language. A proportion of the instruction is in French to familiarise the children with simple language and commands.
Details of topics covered can be found on the MFL curriculum area of the school website. The children learn through active participation in actions, rhymes, stories, song, grammar focus, video clips, sentence structure, dictionary work, book making and other creative ways to extend, embed and combine language skills. 
The school loosely follows the Light Bulb Languages scheme of work, with additional material supplied by the specialist teacher. Currently the language is taught across the whole class, with differentiation on ability rather than year group. Displays in the classroom support the current topic or an important grammar point, and all children have access to and can use the bilingual dictionaries. There is an emphasis on recognising the links between languages by looking for cognates.
The language curriculum is reinforced by residential trips to France. Pupils have the opportunity to participate in a residential trip, during which they are able to put into practice their language learning and develop a wider cultural appreciation of the language they are studying.
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Impact
The MFL curriculum is designed to help pupils of all abilities develop confidence to use the spoken language.  The grammar taught is linked to the grammar taught in English and the links across languages support understanding and spelling. Key language learning skills support the continuance of language studies at secondary level, and a love of languages and learning about other cultures gives children a new and broader perspective on the world, encouraging them to understand their own cultures and those of others.
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